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Questions & Answers

Question: I understand that the Church is the Bride of Christ. But how do people converted in the Millennium fit into the picture? Are they to be children of the Bride?

Answer: The Bible uses the term Bride to describe spiritual Israel - the Church of God of all ages. We who are converted now are betrothed to Christ (II Corin​thians 11:2). This means, in essence, we have formally agreed, in the presence of witnesses (at baptism), to marry Him. He has given us the Holy Spirit as the token of the covenant. We belong to Him! The official consum​mation of the marriage is coming when Jesus returns from heaven (Revelation 19:7-9) to take us to Himself so that from that time on where He is we shall also be (John 14:3, I Thessalonians 4:17). The marriage of the Lamb is coming, and the Bride will have made herself ready.

Unlike physical marriages as we know them, however, this Bride is a collective group, and the num​ber in that group will continue to grow! The new covenant will continue to be proposed to humans during the Millennium (Jeremiah 31:31) and even through the White Throne Judgment period. That is the time when ancient national Israel will be given opportunity to enter the new covenant with Christ (Romans 11:23-26).

The prophets spoke of this new marriage covenant. Hosea foresaw the return of Israel (when converted) to her husband (Hosea 2:14-23). Jeremiah gave Israel a glimpse of the new covenant to be offered in the future (Jeremiah 30-31). Isaiah said that the millennial mar​riage would encompass the land of Zion and Israel (Isaiah 62).

Thus, it is clear that the marriage is a continuing event, not an event that occurs at a single time, as would a human marriage.

Some analogies have referred to people converted in the Millennium as "children" rather than as part of the Bride. This, however, is for the purpose of showing that those in the first resurrection have a special position in the Kingdom. While this point is true, it can be confus​ing if combined with the marriage analogy.

There are many analogies in the Bible. Each has a valid point. But not all analogies are meant to be mixed together. In one analogy, for example, Jesus is likened to a mother hen. In another, He is the Shepherd, and we are His sheep. A shepherd does not marry his sheep! Neither does a hen marry her chicks, nor does brother marry brother. We must be careful not to mix analogies!

Spiritual Israel, when spoken of as a body, is the Bride. As individuals we are children of God, and at the same time, part of Christ's Bride.
